WG-USA Interview Project
Overview Statement
While not statistically significant the results of this survey provide an interesting “snapshot view” of member opinions elicited from members of National Federations of the International Federation of University Women who consented to engage in a conversation with Women Graduates-USA members at the Triennial Conference of the IFUW held in August in Mexico City. The participants were selected randomly. 
Twenty one interviews from sixteen different NFA’s were completed and forwarded to Program Convener, Dr. Janet Heinicke. Many professions were represented in this sample. The majority, however, represented academically related professions such as faculty members and academic administrators at colleges and universities.

The length of experience in IFUW ranged from that of a new member and a student member to that of a forty year member. Five persons had held office in the organization. Variety in the size of the NFA’s represented in this sample ranged from 51 members to 4000. Equal variety was also shown in how the NFA was organized, some being organized into regional groups, some in councils and some into branches. Some NFA’s met monthly, others semi annually and one annually.

Less clarity was expressed about reasons for joining the organization, but all expressions of reason for joining in some way involved “women’s issues”.
Interest was expressed in establishing email “partnerships “ between NFA members in other country and WG members. However lack of clarity about how this idea would be executed seemed to prevent a large number from indicating that they would or could be involved. Erratic service and lack of dependable electrical connections also posed problems for some..
The NFA’s responding to these survey questions indicated that their federation was focused on a variety of issues. Of 27 issues that were identified by survey respondents, seven dealt with some aspect of access to or education. Three issues dealt with membership growth.

Questions about access to education underscored the gap between rural and urban areas, between the poor and the affluent and the impact of economic status on access to education. The relationship between education and the likelihood or susceptibility of girls and women to trafficking was also revealed in the responses.

Ratification of CEDAW elicited slightly more than a fifty per cent response rate. 6 of the 19 NFA respondents had no response to this issue whatsoever.

All respondents indicated pleasure and gratification in being involved in the “interviews which WG members conducted.
