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Reflecting on my responses to my second trip to the Commission on the Status of Women, besides exhaustion, and the dizziness of too much information in too little time, I ask myself, “So what?”  What am I or my organizations going to do differently? How will we see the world differently because of this experience?


I see some actions:  AAUW is a member of the United Nations Associations Council of Organizations.  I would recommend that WG also join.  They are working on the passage of CEDAW which we support, and also they are a primary source of cooperation which we need to do.  Dues, I believe, are $500 a year.


AAUW will want to consider the implications of its name for a presentation unknown to the organization at large.


A new online course has been developed on incorporating gender mainstreaming into the work of first responders to emergencies.  This beautiful course needs to be taken by all those in UN agencies which deal with emergencies as well as NGO’s which send in teams.  Perhaps we could work to have it accepted at the UN (or at least go on record as supporting this).


We need to spread the word on progress.  Everything seems overwhelming and yet 52 nations have repealed laws discriminating against women Jordon and Lebanon have accepted Article 15 of CEDAW  While laws on the books do not mean progress on the ground, there can be no enforcement of women’s rights without the laws on the books.  This is necessary progress.  Women’s UN interests have been spread thin between a numbers of organizations and under-resourced.  They are now consolidated into one super agency with an initial funding of one billion USD.


Summary of Sessions:


March 1 Zonta session on reducing Maternal Mortality which was described as the MDG furthest from accomplishment and also as something that can be done with many relatively inexpensive tools; although, a doubling of current investment would be required.  Programs to reduce early marriage, the availability of antibiotics, transportation to medical centers so that women do not wait too long to get care would make a large change.  This is a problem of geographic distribution (lifetime maternal mortality is 1/7 in Nigeria and 1/47,000 in Ireland) as well as social class, and it is the world’s largest inequality issue.


Women and Health presented a number of programs in several areas including Appalachia.


March 4 Gender and Climate Change covered the effects on women.


Women in the Global Economy in a Time of Crisis cover programs and conditions in Sweden, Russia, Japan, the Dominican Republic, Senegal and Tunisia


Gender is My Agenda described the campaign (GIMAC) to improve the status of women in the Sudan, Rwanda, and the African Union.


March 5 I had lunch with the BPW young people at the Nations café and attended the celebratory event sponsored by OHCHR with Meryl Streep and Sarah Jones.  


Interesting Notes: in Ethiopia, one half of girls marry before the age of fifteen and in Bangladesh 90% do.


Shirley Randall led a discussion of women’s gender study centers around the world.  China has more than a hundred.


March 7 Attended the “AAUW” session on Male Involvement in Human Rights of Women including a clever YouTube piece on ringing the doorbell when you hear abusive behavior.


March 8 I saw a game designed for social change called “ICED” which has the player act as border control agent or other character and encounter the various problems of immigration.


March 11 InterAction presented the new course described above.


UNA Council of Organizations presented on Cedaw 


Their Rules, Our Lives presented the experiences of women in three Muslim states in getting citizenship laws changed so that women can pass their citizenship to their children.


The Guttmacher Institute presented on the costs of family planning as an effective investment in improving the economy of developing nations.  It is very effective and especially when combined with maternal health initiatives.


The ACLU presented a new film (well-made) and speakers of full-time domestic workers.   These workers are often trafficked. A particular issue is that immigration visas tie the worker to the employer so that the only choice is to return to the country of origin, many times a desperate choice.


Random Thoughts:  Lawyers Without Boarders has a game similar to Monopoly where you have various choices for example $25 or $15 and a diploma.  Each has various consequences.


Lots of technology problems:  The ACLU had to show their movie on three computers around the room because the projector would not accept an Apple computer.  


A group in Lebanon working to change citizenship laws found the stories and numbers were what counted.  The effect of the media (CNN, Fox News, Al Jazeera) was major.





