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C E D A W Seeks to End V iolence Against Women and T rafficking 
 

 C E DAW seeks an end to violence against women. 
 
CEDAW  discrimination against women includes a focus on ending 
gender-based violence such as family violence and abuse, forced marriage, dowry deaths, 
acid attacks, female genital mutilation, and compulsory abortion and sterilization.1  The 

amily violence is one of the most insidious forms 
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The CEDAW Committee has accordingly encouraged countries to take action to end violence 
against women through civil and criminal penalties for perpetrators, and assistance to victims 
such as shelters and counseling.3  It has recommended that countries take a broad approach to 
ending gender-based violence that includes educating public officials, law enforcement, the 
judiciary, health-care providers, and social workers to recognize violence against women and its 
seriousness.4    
 

 commitment to addressing violence against women reflects American values. For 
example, in the United States, 
passed in 1994, has enhanced the investigation and prosecution of perpetrators of violence 
against women, and provided multi-faceted services for victims of family violence and sexual 
assaults.5 In addition, all of the fifty states and the District of Columbia have their own laws 
outlawing violence against women, including domestic abuse, and provide a range of protections 
and services to battered women. 
 

 C E DAW condemns the trafficking of women. 
 
Worldwide, approximately 12.3 million adults and children are suffering in forced labor, bonded 
labor, and forced prostitution.6  
traffic in women and exploitation of pro 7  
 

CEDAW Committee has identified states that serve as countries of origin, transit, and destination 
for trafficked women and girls, and encouraged the strengthening of efforts to combat and 
prevent trafficking.8  The CEDAW Committee has called for such countries to introduce 
measures for the rehabilitation and social integration of victims of trafficking, and has further 
recommended the enhancement of economic opportunities for women in order to reduce their 
vulnerability to traffickers.9  For example, the Committee has called upon Suriname to develop a 
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comprehensive anti-trafficking strategy to include educational and vocational opportunities for 
women and girls aimed at making them less vulnerable to trafficking.10  Similarly, the 
Committee has encouraged Colombia to enhance awareness-raising efforts and specifically target 
at-risk women and girls, especially in rural areas.11  
 

e against trafficking is fully in line with American values. The U.S. has 
taken the same stand against trafficking by adopting the Trafficking Victims Protection Act in 

12  The TVPA provides stiff penalties for traffickers, assists and protects victims, 
and commits funding to anti-trafficking efforts in the U.S. and abroad.13  By ratifying CEDAW, 
the U.S. would reaffirm its ongoing commitment to preventing the trafficking of women and 
children, and providing services and access to justice to trafficking victims attempting to rebuild 
their lives. 
 

**************** 
CEDAW ratification would advance efforts to  from violence and 
trafficking.  
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