The Honorable Barack Obama

The President of the United States

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As leading organizations representing millions of Americans across this country, we urge you to demonstrate your commitment to women’s human rights globally by actively supporting ratification of the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

We applaud your efforts to bring the United States into constructive engagement with the international community. Signing the U.N. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was an important signal that the United States values a shared dialogue with other countries and supports the human rights of all people. Now is the time to signal that our nation also supports women’s human rights worldwide and that we are actively working for the day when “our daughters and granddaughters have no limits on their dreams, no obstacles to their achievements,” as you said in establishing the White House Council on Women and Girls.

The United States remains the only democracy in the world that has not ratified the CEDAW treaty, putting our country in the company of states such as Iran, Somalia and Sudan. One hundred eighty-six countries, over 95 percent of United Nations members have ratified CEDAW. The treaty is a fundamental framework for ending international violence against women, ensuring girls access to education, and promoting economic opportunity and political participation for women.  The U.S. is long overdue in ratifying it.

Despite the declaration by many in your Administration that the CEDAW treaty is a priority, we have not yet seen concrete action that calls on the Senate to ratify the treaty. We urge your Administration to swiftly complete the interagency review of CEDAW and ask that you call on the Senate leadership to move quickly toward gaining the Senate’s advice and consent.

Sincerely,

