RESOLUTION ON The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
WHEREAS the United States has in the past shown leadership in promoting human rights, including the rights of women and girls, and was instrumental in the development of international human rights treaties and norms, including the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW);

WHEREAS the US Senate has already agreed to the ratification of several important human rights treaties, including the Genocide Convention, the Convention Against Torture, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination;

WHEREAS CEDAW establishes a worldwide commitment to combat discrimination against women and girls;

WHEREAS 186 countries around the world have ratified or acceded to CEDAW and the United States is among only seven countries, including Iran, Somalia and Sudan, which have not;

WHEREAS the legislatures of California, Iowa, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, North Carolina, South Dakota and Vermont have endorsed US ratification of CEDAW;

WHEREAS ratification of CEDAW would allow the United States to nominate a representative to the CEDAW oversight committee:

Now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the ____________ Party supports

(1) prompt hearings on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee; and

(2) ratification of CEDAW by the full Senate.

