WOMEN GRADUATES-USA

SECOND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

OCTOBER 17, 2009

LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA

President Florine Swanson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. PDT.  There were 30 WG-USA members present.  She thanked Claire Stein for her donation of a beautiful  gavel  for WG-USA to be used at its future meetings.  She thanked Fay Weber and Jackie Shahzadi for making the numerous arrangements to set up the conference in Long Beach, California.  

President Florine Swanson welcomed all to the Second Annual General Meeting and read greetings from IFUW and WG-USA members .

President Florine Swanson welcomed Glenda Hecksher Ramsden, Vice-President of the Mexican Federation of University Women who had spoken earlier in the day inviting WG-USA members to the IFUW Conference in August, 2010 in Mexico City.  She had also been asked to speak of her sculptures at the evening celebration dinner. 
The Women Graduates-USA Board Members who had served for the past two years were asked to stand and be recognized.  The conveners and members of the governance, program, membership, finance, and communications committees were recognized and given a round of applause.

Appointment of the Reading Committee
Barbara Brown and Hannah Cline were appointed readers of the minutes for the Second Annual General Meeting of WG-USA.

Credentials Report

Barbara Carey gave the following Credentials Report.  It stated 10% of the members who had joined by the end of the first quarter of the fiscal year would make up a quorum, that is 16 members out of 153 members.  Florine Swanson declared a quorum was present. 

Minutes of the First Annual General Meeting

Readers for the 2008 AGM were Diane Haney and Claire Stein.  Minutes were read and approved as corrected by the Board.  Copies were available for viewing on the website.

Financial Review
Barbara Carey, the treasurer, presented the Financial Report for the third quarter and the Financial Report for the past year.  See attached report.  She called attention to the $20 taken from each member’s $50 dues and sent to pay their dues  required for IFUW membership.  Florine Swanson appointed Claire Stein, Karen McKee, and Margery Sullivan to serve as the Financial Review Committee.

Bylaws Committee Report

Claire Stein, Bylaws Convener introduced Kathleen Laurlia and Kathleen Magill as other members of the committee.  Florine Swanson thanked them for their extensive work to amend the WG-USA Bylaws.  Claire Stein read the proposed amendments.  Florine Swanson then asked for any amendments to each proposed amendment.  See attached Proposed Amendments to the Bylaws-2009.

MOTION 1:  

It was moved that the amendments to the Bylaws be passed as proposed by the Bylaws Committee with the exception of the amendment to Article XI.  That amendment would be edited to read “The Nominating Committee shall circulate a call for nominations to the membership at least two (2) months prior to the election.”

The vote was taken and the proxy vote was counted.  A majority vote was required to pass the proposed amendments to the WG-USA Bylaws.  The motion carried.

Election Results

Kathleen Magill, Convener of the Teller Committee, presented the results of the election.  She thanked Bonnie Lincoln and Krys Wulff for serving on the Teller Committee. Kathleen Magill stated that 150 members received invitations to vote; 62 members (41%) voted.  All those nominated were elected as follows:

For a 3 year term:  

President- Florine Swanson; 

Coordinator for International Relations- Kathleen Laurila; 

Communications Convener-Louise McLeod 

Public Policy Director-Jeanne Clarke

For a 2 year term:

Treasurer, Sema Faigen; 

Program Convener-Janet Heinicke; 

Board Member-at-Large-Barbara Carey;  

Board Member-at-Large-Claire Stein

For a 1 year term:

Secretary-Carolyn Cowgill; 

Membership Convener-Fay Weber; 

Board Member-at-Large-Evelyn Cumming

Resolutions:

Motion 2:
Alice Dahle moved that Women Graduates-USA join the more than 200 non-governmental organizations that have endorsed US ratification of the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). The motion was seconded.  The motion passed.  Alice Dahle agreed to contact the US Working Committee on CEDAW to ask to place WG-USA on the endorsement list. 

Motion 3:

Jeanne Clarke moved that WG-USA support the public option for national health care reform for those United States citizens who can benefit from increased competition among providers.  The motion was seconded. The motion was lost.

Barbara Carey proposed that we have further discussion about how WG-USA will handle resolutions.  Florine Swanson will refer the resolutions process to the Governance Committee.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30.

Carolyn Cowgill

Secretary
